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Welcoming Remarks
Honorable Dr. NGUON Nhel, Second Vice-President
of National Assembly of the Kingdom of Cambodia and Chairman
of the Organizing Committee of the 8t Asian Parliamentary Assembly
At the 2rd Executive Council Meeting of the 8t APA General Assembly
Theme: “Promoting Peace, Reconciliation and Dialogue in Asia”
Date: 8th December 2015

Venue: Sokha Phnom Penh Hotel and Residence

- Honorable MIAN Raza Rabbani, President of the Pakistan Senate and

Chairman of the Second Executive Council Meeting;
- His Excellency Dr. Masud Eslami, Acting Secretary-General of APA ;

- Honorable Heads and Members of Delegations of APA Member

Parliaments

- Excellencies, National and International Distinguished Guests, Ladies and

Gentlemen;

1. First of all, on behalf of the Organizing Committee of the 8t Plenary
Session of the Asian Parliamentary Assembly (APA), I wish to express
my great pleasure and warm welcome to all Honorable Heads and
Members of Delegations of APA Member Parliaments for your valuable
presence to attend the 8t Plenary Session of APA. In particular,  would
like to sincerely thank all honorable delegates for participating in

today’s important meeting of the Second Executive Council.
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2. Your presence is an indicative of your strong commitment towards
attaining our APA vision. Your presence also reflects your support for
the Cambodian National Assembly, which is honored to host the 8t APA
General Assembly, which is taking place under the theme “Promoting
Peace, Reconciliation and Dialogue in Asia,” a precondition for

harmonizing peoples and nations in Asia for genuine peace and

development.

3. Iwouldlike to congratulate and strongly support the Honourable Vice
Presidents of APA who have been successfully elected as Chairmen of
the APA Standing Committees. I strongly believe that under their wise
leadership and strong commitment, they will help to promote APA to be
more dynamic and successful, in particular to accelerate and foster the
transformation of the Asian Parliamentary Assembly (APA) into the
Asian Parliament (AP) in the near future, which is a response to our
common aspirations and goals for all people in Asia to be living in

peace, stability, prosperity and sustainable development.

4. Taking this opportunity, [ wish to deeply thank the APA Secretariat,
especially His Excellency Acting Secretary General for his great
leadership and best efforts to support and help the Cambodian National
Assembly with technical assistance in organizing this Plenary Session
from the outset, such as coordination and processing documents
including draft resolutions of the Standing Committees, Ad-Hoc
Committees and Special Committee to be submitted to the Plenary for
consideration and adoption. I would also like to express my deep
thanks to the Consultative Assembly of the Islamic Republic of Iran for
its on-going support, both technically and financially for the APA

Secretariat, especially for the successful hosting the First Executive
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Council meeting and the meeting of the Standing Committee on Social

and Cultural Affairs in Iran early November 2015.

Samdech, Honorable Delegates

Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen

5.

The Cambodian Parliament, the Royal Government and the people of
Cambodia have the great honor and pleasure to be the host of the 8th
and 9t Plenary Session of APA in 2015 and 2016. This shows the whole
world the clearer roles that the Cambodian Parliament plays in

parliamentary diplomacy, providing substantial contributions to

regional and global integration.

“Promoting Peace, Reconciliation and Dialogue in Asia” is a very
important and relevant topic in the current regional and global context.
The theme of the 8™ Plenary Assembly is also connected to the last
year’s 7" APA Plenary Session and to the work of the various Standing
Committees. It aims to achieve genuine peace, stability and resolution
to all regional and global challenging, through either bilateral or multi-
lateral mechanisms and peaceful dialogue; without the use of military

or force that may lead the destruction of societies and nations.

Cambodia considers “Peace, Reconciliation and Dialogue” as key factors
and preconditions for building and developing a society and country

with prosperity, sustainable deve.lopment and harmony.

I'am optimistic that this 2°d Executive Meeting will come up with
concrete decisions and solutions to all the items placed on its agenda. I

also expect that the upcoming three day meetings of the Plenary, the
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APA Standing Committees and other related meetings will be active and
interactive through discussions and exchanges of experiences and idea

to help make the 8t Plenary Session a success.

9. Tlook forward to hearing your valuable ideas and proposals to make
the resolutions even more viable for prospective implementation,

reflecting the concrete situation in Asia.

10. To conclude my remarks, on behalf of the Organizing Committee, I once
again would like to express my sincere thanks and profound gratitude
to all honorable delegates and distinguished participants for your
valuable attendance at this Executive Council Meeting. I finally would

like to convey to all of you best wishes, good health and success in your

noble mission.

Thank you for your kind attention.
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